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Kelly Jones
My first month in Japan

| left South Africa on Saturday 24™ July. It was a
Saturday afternoon. | had a very busy morning. | was
rushing around trying to do al the last minute details |
had forgot to get sorted out. The main task | had to
accomplish was getting my International Driving Permit
(IDP). I had only remembered | had to do this on Friday
night. Finally after lots of stressing | was at the airport.
The stress did not end there and | had a big problem with
the weight of my luggage. | was only allowed to bring
20kg of luggage. This is a small amount if you are
moving your whole life to anew country. So at the airport
| had to repack my suitcase.

My mother came with me to the airport. It was very
difficult for her to say goodbye to me. My mother has had
to see me off at the airport many times and | don't think it
gets easier for her. Although the first time | ever left
South Africa (to go to Taiwan) was very sad for my
mother.

| flew from Johannesburg to Hong Kong. This flight
was 14 hours long. | flew on Cathay Pacific. This airline
is very good and | had a comfortable trip. The food was
delicious. Every passenger has their own television screen
in the chair in front of them. The passenger can watch
movies, listen to music or play games.

When we landed in Hong Kong airport, we had one
hour to transfer our flight. Thisis not alot of time to get
from one side of the airport to the other. All the new
South African JETS (there were 28 of us) had to rush
around madly to make our connecting flight. We flew
from Hong Kong to Tokyo in four hours

| arrived in Japan on the 25 July. It was a Sunday
afternoon. My first thought as | walked out of the airport
was how HOT it was. In South Africa the weather is also
very hot. However, | left South Africa in July, which is
winter for us. | was very shocked by the heat in Tokyo.

In Tokyo, the JETS stayed in the Keio Plaza. Thisis a

very beautiful hotel. Tokyo was full of people and
skyscrapers. | spent a lot of time taking pictures, as |
really love photography. | went to orientation workshops,
receptions and a dinner at the South African embassy. |
also spent a lot of money shopping. | really enjoyed
Tokyo.
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