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Maka

Mary Miller-Maka, originally from Chicago, lllinois is
the English Teacher for children at Megumi Youchien
in Kamojima. The Maka children all enjoy attending the
Nursery, Kindergarten and after school programs at
Megumi. Kelekolio Maka, a native of the South Pacific
island of Tonga is a talented musician who plays Ukuele,
Guitar, Keyboard and Harmonica. They have 3
children, all boys, ages 7, 4 and 17 months. Mary and

Kelekolio can be reached at marysensei@hotmail.com

Why our Family Loves Japan

Since our arrival to Japan 3 short months ago, many
people here have been asking us “Why Japan and not
Hawaii anymore?” It seems hard for them to believe
that anyone would want to leave such a beautiful place
like Hawaii. Well, we do love Hawaii and yes, it is a
very beautiful place. We left some great friends,
wonderful sunshine and very blue skies behind.
However, we just found it to be the right time to make
our big move as a family to Japan. We have been
talking about the prospect of coming to live here in
Japan for a couple of years. We have been hosting
many Japanese students and travelers in our home for
over the past 6 years. As we shared Hawaii with
them, they shared Japan with us. This gave me a
chance to reminisce about my previous 10 year stay in
Japan - about 10 years ago. In addition, there are
many Japanese living and visiting Hawaii so every day
we had something Japanese to eat or think about or a
Japanese friend to whom we could say or share our
‘Aloha’ spirit.
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Little by little, from these experiences, our children
and Kelekolio have also gotten more and more
enamored both to and by the Japanese people, their
culture and language. We love the Japanese food too!
I love sushi and all of the 'yaki' dishes, for example
yakisoba, yakiniku, sukiyaki, yakitori and okonomiyaki.
Our boys love those dishes too and love ‘furikake’ on
top of their rice. In fact, a bowl of rice is
unacceptable without it! And Kelekolio likes all the
fish and seafood here in Japan. It reminds him of all
the fish and seafood he ate in his childhood, living so
near the ocean. He has also found a way to plant his
own taro leaves right next to our house and loves
cooking his Tongan food for our Japanese friends who
visit. Believe it or not, living on Shikoku reminds us a lot
of Hawaii. Besides it being a beautiful island, there is
an abundance of greenery and awesome scenery of the
mountains and oceans. We look forward to happily
living here in Tokushima for many years to come.

Hawaii will be a nice place to visit!
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