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Thank you Yoshinogawa  Mark Silverio Tagliamonte

I applied to come to teach in Japan in October of 2017.
Seven months later, on the afternoon of May 18, 2018, 1
received an email. The email read, “Dear Mark, We can
now inform you of your placement assignment:
Tokushima-ken, Yoshinogawa-shi.” Tokushima-ken?

What is that?

Where is that?

On August 8§,
2018, I was
flown to

Tokushima. I

saw printed on
the airport wall an enormous black-and-white picture of
two women holding a puppet. Written between the
women was the phrase, “(Git%Z5F % “. {aff ? Will I be
accepted? Am I going to interfere with tradition? All of
my nerves quickly abated as I saw a group of people
holding up a sign for me. This was the beginning of
months of caring support from the community.
My predecessor John and supervisor Chihiro Yamamoto
were the first to impact me. They taught me everything
I needed to know and offered me help. My fellow ALTs,
including Michele, Nou, Erica, Tammy, and Viet all
made me feel so welcome. Then, I met Akiko Nakayama
of Awa at the Himawari in Kawashima. She helped me
feel included in the community, and most importantly,

showed me how to have fun. [ see her as a gifted liaison

between cultures, and I credit her with giving me the
tools I needed to thrive here. Tomoko Hashikawa of
Kawashima, along with her husband, showed me the
beauty of western Tokushima. ZHBIESE of YIA showed
me the beauty of southern Tokushima. Mrs. Inui of
Kamojima taught me the shamisen and showed me
incredible hospitality every week for many months.
Everyone at
YIA,
including
Mrs.
Mihara,
Mrs. Iguchi,
and  Mrs.
Ichihara,
helped and supported me. To everyone at the
Yoshinogawa Board of Education, including [LA X A,
IR Z A, and = VY #2564, T want to say thank you for

your unwavering support. You've given me the

opportunity to live my life here comfortably, and I will
always be indebted to you for that. I've experienced
teaching at Kawashima Elementary School, Kawashima
Junior High School, and Chiejima Elementary School.
To all of the teachers I have interacted with, I say thank
you for making these two years enjoyable and life-
changing. To all of the students [ have taught, thank you
for being so wonderful.

I do not want to leave this town, but there are
opportunities waiting for me elsewhere. I will never
forget what you all have done for me. And I'll be back. I

promise.
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