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@Current status of COVID-19 in America
Chelsea Quezergue Renee(Fz/Ly— HEP— LR—)

At the start of November, | made an
unexpected, urgent trip back home to the USA. It
had been a year and half
since | had been home, and |
was anxious about what I'd
see when | arrived.
President Trump and
coronavirus occupy most of
the news headlines for the
worst reasons. Japanese people and Americans alike
have asked me, “How is America right now with
coronavirus?” Many are curious about how the world
power is managing this pandemic, and how things look
“on the ground”. The following was my experience.

My trip back to the United States was
long—two flights with one layover in Korea. The
flight from Japan to Korea was rather crowded. But
unsurprisingly, the flight from Korea to New York
was at about 50% capacity. Upon arriving at JFK
International Airport in New York, everything was
eerily quiet. Since there aren’t many people
traveling, much of the airport was closed to foot
traffic and we were corralled into a small section. |
was surprised by the lack of caution and
coronavirus prevention measures being taken there.
| was shocked and then angry seeing how nonchalant
airport employees seemed, especially in stark
contrast to countries like Japan and Korea where
many measures were being taken with utmost

seriousness.

In the immigration line, there were markers
on the ground showing us how far apart to stand
to maintain social distance. Some passengers were
not paying attention to the markers, and they were
not reminded to by any airport personnel. Our
temperatures were not taken and we were not
otherwise checked for any symptoms or tested for
the virus. In my case, immigration only asked who |

lived with. | wasn't asked where | lived or how | was
getting there, which is alarming because any
passenger potentially infected with coronavirus
could have hopped on public transportation.

My mom was waiting for me outside the
airport. We drove home to New Jersey, where |
spent exactly three weeks. In public places,
everyone wore masks and somewhat maintained social
distance. However, | saw that some restaurants, for
example, were allowing customers to sit close to
each other at counters and tables. That worried me.
Some places had changed their hours of operation
due to coronavirus, but some places had not. In
Japan, almost every business offers hand sanitizer
and takes your temperature at the door. In America,
most businesses did not do this. Supermarkets did,
however, have alcohol and paper towels for
customers to sanitize their carts.

| got to see a lot of family, but worried
about my health, my mom’s health, and our family
members’ health as it became apparent that many of
them were not practicing social distance.
Thanksgiving, always the last Thursday of November
and the most traveled day of the year, sadly
remained the most traveled day of 2020 despite
calls from health officials telling everyone to stay
home. Soon after Thanksgiving, | returned to Japan
with my required negative coronavirus test result
and other paperwork. | also took a rapid test at
Narita airport, which was negative as well. |
qguarantined in Tokyo for two weeks, and quarantined
for another two weeks in Tokushima.

Although quarantine sounds like a time to
relax, four weeks of quarantine were actually quite
emotionally exhausting and lonely. | couldn’t be
around people or do much of anything. But | was
happy to have made it back to Japan to resume my
life and work as an English teacher. Overall,
traveling during this pandemic was nerve-wracking
and | would tell anyone wondering to stay where
they are and wait it out.

YIA SEFIEE)
QELTHE A T4 7L LeRoTHEL LS |
(MEE#E] AEAREH 19 : 00~21 : 00
(JIEE] #EKREH 19 1 00~21 : 00
Uln&#=E] ke

QHAERE HABTHZTHET, #HhlisET |
(MeEz%=] #EEREE 13 :30~15: 30
Ll)nz=])  #EEREE 10 : 00~11 : 30

BiEGbHLE  AREE B0883-24-8653




